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For Immediate Release

Autosplice is Celebrating Fifty Years of 
Electronics Industry Leadership and Interconnection Innovation
San Diego, CA. - - During 2004, Autosplice will be marking our 50th year in business and also celebrating a sustained track record of achievements and technology innovations that have helped fuel remarkable strides in manufacturing productivity and quality during the past fifty years.
Today, Autosplice is recognized throughout the world as a leading supplier of innovative interconnect terminals, component assemblies, and automated applicator systems, which are vital production elements used in electronics, automotive, telecommunications and other key industry segments.  However, many people who immediately recognize the Autosplice of today might be surprised at the company’s early beginnings and historical turning points.
Originally named General Staple Company, the organization that became Autosplice was started in New York City in October 1954 as a distributor of industrial stapling machines, used in a variety of packaging applications as well as in the garment industry, such as for applying zipper bottom stop components.  A major turning point came in 1967, when the company was presented with a new challenge that involved the splicing together of electrical wires. The solution involved creation of a continuous-reeled material called “spliceband” with a serrated surface to reliably hold together the spliced wires as well as the development of specialized machines for applying the splices.  The resulting patented solution was an economical and scrap-free splicing system that was easy to learn and use, which could be adapted for a wide range of electrical splicing requirements.  More importantly, the process helped transform the company from a distributor to an engineering and manufacturing firm, while also giving birth to a number of core concepts and competencies that fueled our subsequent evolution.  These included innovative use of continuous-reeled components and specialized application equipment, along with an unwavering focus on understanding and solving customer problems.
Throughout the following years, Autosplice has repeatedly broken new ground in the design and manufacture of electronic assemblies by keeping our attention on customer needs and creating solutions that address their real-world challenges.  Just a few of Autosplice’s many innovations and milestones include: continuous-reeled interconnect pins and associated insertion systems; continuous-molded pin headers; continuous-stampings for specialized terminals; pin-and-socket assemblies; and a wide variety of surface mount (SMT) interconnect components packaged in continuous formats for use with standard placement equipment.  In response to market needs, Autosplice also has become a leader in specialized engineering to assist customers with development and refinement of their product designs as well as a reliable provider (QS-9000 – ISO 9001 certified) of contract manufacturing services for prototype development or economical on-going production for specialized requirements.
Over the years, Autosplice has continually demonstrated technology leadership and innovation, as evidenced by the more than 100 patents amassed by the company.

In the process of becoming an electronics industry leader, Autosplice added a state-of-the-art manufacturing facility in San Diego, CA in 1980 and then ultimately consolidated our headquarters, engineering and manufacturing operations in San Diego, CA in 1990.  Over the years we have also established a global sales, engineering, manufacturing and support organization to better serve our international customer base.  Today, Autosplice has manufacturing and sales facilities in Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, Singapore, China, Mexico and Brazil.
According to Autosplice’s founder and Chairman of the Board, Irwin Zahn, “From our inception, the Autosplice team has built a long history of helping customers solve difficult challenges and maximize their opportunities, which fundamentally requires that we listen first and then respond with tailored solutions, instead of just selling components out of a catalog.  Our thrust has always been to sell ‘customers’ rather than selling ‘products’.  Therefore our people try to put their feet into the ‘shoes’ of the customer and then come up with innovative solutions that solve their interconnection problems.  I’m very proud that we’ve been able to keep our entrepreneurial culture thriving for nearly five decades and that everyone in the company knows that it’s OK to take risks and experiment in pursuit of excellence for our customers.”
------------------------

Autosplice is a leading manufacturer of terminals, component assemblies and applicator systems, providing automated solutions for creating electrical interconnections.  Autosplice systems enable substantial cost savings and provide superior reliability over conventional connector products and assembly methods.  
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For More Information:

Agency contact, Jim Hunt: Phone 253-857-7242, Email jimhunt@sitmark.com 

or

Autosplice, Debbie Thomas: Phone 858-535-0077, Email dthomas@autosplice.com 
For more information on Autosplice’s products or to discuss unique applications, contact Autosplice at (800) 535-5538 or visit our Web Site at www.autosplice.com
