For Immediate Release

RF Shield Clips
Streamline Production Flexibility and Efficiency 

For EMI/RFI Shielding in Mobile Devices

Distribution by Kensington Electronics Provides Additional Logistics Flexibility
San Diego, CA - -  Autosplice’s proven family of SMiT™ Shield Clips eliminate the hassles and inefficiencies of secondary hand soldering operations for mounting EMI/RF shields while accommodating virtually any product design.  Shield Clips can be placed using high-speed placement equipment and soldered via standard reflow processes along with all other SMT components.  EMI/RF shields can then be efficiently snapped into place between the clips’ spring loaded contacts at the end of the process, after all soldering, inspection, and cleaning has already been completed.

To support dynamically evolving designs and rapid production ramp-up in the mobile device sector, Autosplice has established a distribution relationship with Kensington Electronics to handle all orders of less than 100,000 units for Shield Clip components. By maintaining a ready-for-issuance stock of shield clips to quickly fulfill as-needed order quantities, Kensington Electronics provides a highly responsive and reliable source that offers additional logistics flexibility for Autosplice customers using shield clips.

Three different versions, Mini, Midi and Maxi Shield Clips, provide optimal flexibility for tailoring EMI/RF shield configurations to meet virtually any requirement, ranging from miniaturized handheld devices to RF assemblies for communications base stations. 

Some of the key design and assembly benefits of Shield Clips include:
· Eliminates post soldering operations for RF shielding while conserving valuable PCB real estate

· Multiple Shield Clips can be arranged in any configuration on the PCB to handle virtually any size or shape of RF shield.

· Overall design flexibility (varying the number and spacing of the shield clips and/or notching the RF shield) enables reduction of the distance between the shield and the PCB, thereby cost-effectively handling high-frequency RF applications of up to 1.5 GHz and above.
· EIA packaging and ample surface area for pick-up by standard vacuum-nozzles allow for the smooth handling and placement of Shield Clips at sustained rates of up to 20,000 parts per hour on brand name equipment, such as FUJI, Panasonic, KME, and Sanyo.

· Automatic self-alignment provides as much as a 20% correction during reflow soldering, thereby assuring proper alignment of RF shielding
· Elimination of direct soldering allows EMI/RF shields to be manufactured with less expensive materials (such as nickel plated steel vs. BeCu) thereby saving up to 50% in shield costs.

· Shield Clip flexibility can eliminate the need for expensive two-piece shield designs, such as “fence and lid” configurations, by allowing an optimal one-piece shield to be clipped in at the end of the process.

· Shield Clip technology accommodates more efficient rework and/or circuit tuning by allowing the RF shields to be removed and replaced up to 15 times without any loss of retention strength or stability. 

Shield Clip technology’s inherent design and production flexibility combined with the logistics responsiveness provided by the distribution partnership with Kensington Electronics enables manufacturers of mobile RF devices to quickly design, introduce and ramp up production of new products and features for today’s highly competitive market.
------------------------

Kensington Electronics is among the fastest growing distributors of electronic components in the nation. Founded 13 years ago in Orange County, California, Kensington has evolved into a leading connector and electromechanical component specialist, serving over 6,500 customers all over the world.

Autosplice is a leading manufacturer of terminals, component assemblies and applicator systems, providing automated solutions for creating electrical interconnections.  Autosplice systems enable substantial cost savings and provide superior reliability over conventional connector products and assembly methods.  
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